EWBURYl 7

Chora

SOCIETY

Chrlstmas Concert | .

A celebration of Christmas

An evening of Christmas carols and anthems.
Get yourself in the seasonal spirit with popular
and much loved Christmas music. Warm up

your vocal cords, raise the roof and sing along

Conductor: Joe Tobin
Organ: Steve Bowey
Brass Quintet: Proclamation Players

Saturday 16th December 2023, 7:30pm
St Nicolas Church, Newbury



Newbury Choral Society

~, Chair: Liz Wallace
EWBURYl Treasurer: Nat Smith

N
C h O ra Secretary: Tracy Smith

SOCIETY Concert Manager: Mike Barthorpe

Rehearsal accompanist: Steve Bowey

Newbury Choral Society is a non-auditioned choir with a history of
over 130 years of bringing a high standard of music to the area. The
establishment of a permanent group of singers must have met an
urgent need in the town as the Society attracted more than one
hundred members for the first concert in 1885. Conducted by the
choirmaster and organist of Newbury's St Nicolas Church, John
Shepherd Liddle, the choir made a good impression on the Newbury
Weekly News critic who wrote that 'the execution of the choruses
reflected great credit upon the members of the Society and their
conductor'.

Since that first concert we have continued to perform a wide and
varied repertoire, from the great choral works of Bach, Handel and
Vaughan Williams to pieces by more recent composers Tavener,
Britten and Karl Jenkins. In its second century the choir’s conductors
have included Jonathan Finney, Robert Barsby, Leo Hussain and its
first female Musical Director Janet Lincé. Cathal Garvey held the
position from December 2009 until September 2022. From January
2023 NCS’s music director has been Joe Tobin.

You can find out more about Newbury Choral Society, its history and
forthcoming events, at www.newburychoral.org.uk.

If you are interested in joining us, please contact our secretary
through the website. We rehearse on Monday evenings at the
Methodist Church Hall, Newbury, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. We ask
that you are able to read music but not necessarily to sight-read. You
will receive a warm welcome.



O come, O come Emmanuel - Arr. Helmore/Tobin (with audience)
In the stillness - Sally Beamish

Once in Royal David’s city - Gauntlett

Away in a manger — Kirkpatrick (with audience)

Sussex Carol - Arr. Willcocks

Balulalow - peter Warlock

God rest ye merry gentlemen - Arr. Willcocks (with audience)
Gloucestershire Wassail - Vaughan Williams

It came upon the midnight clear - Arr. Sullivan

Unto us is born a son - Arr. Willcocks

Coventry Carol - Arr. Shaw

While shepherds watched - Gibbs (with audience)

King Jesus hath a garden - Arr. Wood

The first Nowell - Arr. Willcocks

Ding dong! Merrily on High - Wood

O come all ye faithful - Arr. Willcocks (with audience)

Hark the herald - Mendelssohn (with audience)

To end
Merry Christmas — Willcocks

Join us for complimentary wine and mince pies

in the church hall at the end of the concert

Please visit www.newburychoral.org.uk/Feedback to tell us about
your experience of our performance.
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Lyrics

O come, O come Emmanuel
Choir, Organ, Brass and Audience

1 0 come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

2 O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave.

Refrain

3 O come, thou Dayspring, come and
cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight:

Refrain

4 0 come, thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:

Refrain

5 0 come, O come, thou Lord of Might,
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,

In ancient times didst give the law

In cloud and majesty and awe;

Refrain

In the stillness
Choir (Unaccompanied)

In the stillness of a church
Where candles glow,

In the softness of a fall

Of fresh white snow,

In the brightness of the stars
That shine this night,

In the calmness of a pool

Of healing light,

In the clearness of a choir
That softly sings,

In the oneness of a hush
Of angels’ wings,

In the mildness of a night
By stable bare,

In the quietness of a lull
Near cradle fair,

There's a patience as we wait
For a new morn,

And the presence of a child
Soon to be born



Once in Royal David’s city
Choir, Organ and Brass

1 Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for His bed:

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,

and His shelter was a stable,

and His cradle was a stall:

With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

3 And through all

His wondrous childhood

He would honour and obey

Love and watch the lowly maiden
In whose gentle arms He lay
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as He

4 Not in that poor lowly stable,

with the oxen standing by,

we shall see Him, but in heaven,

set at God'’s right hand on high;
when like stars His children crowned
all in white shall wait around.

Away in a manger
Choir and Audience

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;

the stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask Thee to stay
close by me forever, and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.



Sussex Carol
Choir and Organ

On Christmas night, all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring
On Christmas night, all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring

News of great joy, news of great mirth
News of our merciful King's birth

Then why should man on Earth be so
sad

Since our redeemer made us glad
Then why should man on earth be sad
Since our redeemer made us glad

When from our sin He set us free
All for to gain our liberty

When sin departs, before His grace
Then life and health come in its place
When sin departs, before His grace
Then life and health come in its place

Angels and men with joy may sing
All for to see the newborn King

All out of darkness we have light
Which made the angels sing this night
All out of darkness we have light
Which made the angels sing this night

Glory to God and peace to men
Now and forever more, Amen

Balulalow
Choir (Unaccompanied)

O my dear hert, young Jesus sweet,
Prepare thy creddil in my spreit,
And | sall rock thee in my hert

And never mair from thee depert.

But | sall praise thee evermore
With sang is sweet unto thy gloir!
The knees of my hert sall | bow,
And sing that richt Balulalow!



God rest ye merry gentlemen
Choir, Organ, Brass and Audience

God rest ye merry, gentlemen
Let nothing you dismay

For Jesus Christ, our Saviour

Was born upon this day

To save us all from Satan's power
When we were gone astray

Refrain

O tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy

O tidings of comfort and joy

From God our Heavenly Father
A blessed Angel came

And unto certain Shepherds
Brought tidings of the same

How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by Name

Refrain
The shepherds at those tidings

Rejoiced much in mind
And left their flocks a-feeding

In tempest, storm and wind
And went to Bethlehem straightway
This blessed babe to find

Refrain

But when to Bethlehem they came,
Whereat this infant lay

They found Him in a manger
Where oxen feed on hay

His Mother Mary kneeling

Unto the Lord did pray

Refrain

Now to the Lord sing praises

All you within this place

And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace

This holy tide of Christmas

All other doth deface

Refrain



Gloucestershire Wassail
Choir (Unaccompanied)

1 Wassail, wassail, all over the town
Our toast it is white and our ale it is
brown

Our bowl it is made of the white maple
tree

With the wassailing bowl we'll drink to
thee

2 So here is to Cherry and to his right
cheek

Pray God send out master a good
piece of beef

And a good piece of beef that we all
may see

With the wassailing bowl we'll drink to
thee

3 And here is to Dobbin and to his right
eye

Pray God send our master a good
Christmas pie

And a good Christmas pie that we may
all see

With the wassailing bowl we'll drink to
thee

4 So here is to Broad May and to her
broad horn

May God send our master a good crop
of corn

And a good crop of corn that we may
all see

With the wassailing bowl we'll drink to
thee

5 And here is to Fillpail and to her left
ear

Pray God send our master a happy
new year

And a happy new year as e'er he did
see

With the wassailing bowl we'll drink to
thee

6 And here is to Colly and to her long
tail

Pray God send our master he never
may fail

A bowl of strong beer, | pray you draw
near

And our jolly wassail, it's then you shall
hear

7 Then here's to the maid in the lily-
white smock,

Who tripped to the door and slipped
back the lock!

Who tripped to the door and pulled

back the pin

For to let these jolly wassailers in

8 Come, butler, come fill us a bowl of
the best,

Then we | hope hope that your|soul
in|heaven may |rest;

But|if you do draw us a bowl of the
small,

Then down shall go butler, bowl and
all.

9 Wassail, wassail, all over the town
Our toast it is white and our ale it is
brown

Our bowl it is made of the white maple
tree

With the wassailing bow! we'll drink to
thee



It came upon the midnight clear
Choir and Organ

It came upon the midnight clear, Yet with the woes of sin and strife
That glorious song of old, The world has suffered long;

From angels bending near the earth, Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
To touch their harps of gold: Two thousand years of wrong;
‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, And man, at war with man, hears not
From heaven’s all-gracious King.” The love-song which they bring;

The world in solemn stillness lay, O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
To hear the angels sing. And hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they For lo!, the days are hastening on,
come, By prophet bards foretold,

With peaceful wings unfurled, When with the ever-circling years
And still their heavenly music floats Comes round the age of gold;

O’er all the weary world; When peace shall over all the earth
Above its sad and lowly plains, Its ancient splendours fling,

They bend on hovering wing, And the whole world give back the
And ever o’er its Babel sounds song

The blessed angels sing. Which now the angels sing.

Unto us is born a son
Choir, Organ and Brass

1. Unto us is born a son, So he gave the word to slay,
King of quires supernal: And slew the little childer,
See on earth his life begun, And slew the little childer.
Of lords the Lord eternal,

Of lords the Lord eternal. 4. Of his love and mercy mild

This the Christmas story:
2. Christ, from heav'n descending low,  And O that Mary's gentle Child

Comes on earth a stranger; Might lead us up to glory,

Ox and ass their owner know, Might lead us up to glory!

Be cradled in the manger,

Be cradled in the manger. 5.0andAandAand O,
Cum cantibus in choro,

3. This did Herod sore affray, Let our merry organ go,

And grievously bewilder, Benedicamus Domino,

Benedicamus Domino.



Coventry Carol
Choir (Unaccompanied)

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child
By-by, lully, lullay

Oh, sisters too, how may we do

For to preserve this day

This poor youngling for whom we do
sing

By-by, lully, lullay

Herod the King, in his raging
Charged he hath this day

His men of might, in his own sight
All children young to slay

That woe is me, poor child, for thee
And ever morn and day

For thy parting, neither say nor sing
By-by, lully, lullay

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child
By-by, lully, lullay

While shepherds watched their flocks
Choir, Organ, Brass and Audience

1 While shepherds watched their
flocks by night,

all seated on the ground,

The angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.

2 ‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind);
‘Glad tidings of great joy | bring

to you and all mankind.

3 “To you, in David's town, this day
is born of David's line

A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
and this shall be the sign:

4 ‘The heavenly babe you there shall
find

to human view displayed,

All meanly wrapped in swathling
clothes

and in a manger laid.’

5 Thus spake the Seraph; and
forthwith

appeared a shining throng

of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:

6 ‘All glory be to God on high,

and to the earth be peace;

Good-will henceforth from heaven to
men

Begin and never cease.’
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King Jesus hath a garden
Choir (Unaccompanied)

King Jesus hath a garden, full of divers
flow’rs,

Where | go culling posies gay, all times
and hours.

Refrain:

There naught is heard but Paradise
bird,

Harp, dulcimer, lute,

With cymbal, trump and tymbal,
And the tender, soothing flute.

The Lily, white in blossom there, is
Chastity:

The Violet, with sweet perfume,
Humanity.

Refrain

The bonny Damask-rose is known as
Patience:

The blithe and thrifty Marygold,
Obedience.

Refrain

Ah! Jesu Lord, my heal and weal, my
bliss complete,

Make thou my heart thy garden-plot,
fair, trim and neat.

That | may hear this musick clear:
Harp, dulcimer, lute,

With cymbal, trump and tymbal,
And the tender, soothing flute.

The first Nowell
Choir, Organ and Brass

1 The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields
as they lay,

in fields where they lay keeping their
sheep,

on a cold winter’s night that was so
deep.

Refrain:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

2 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night

Refrain

4 This star drew nigh to the northwest;
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,

and there it did both stop and stay,
right over the place where Jesus lay.

Refrain

6 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
that hath made heaven and earth of
naught,

and with his blood mankind hath
bought.

Refrain
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Ding dong! Merrily on High

Choir (Unaccompanied)

1 Ding dong, merrily on high! by priest and people sungen.
In heav’n the bells are ringing; Gloria, hosannah in excelsis!
Ding dong, verily the sky Gloria, hosannah in excelsis!
is riv'n with angel singing.
Gloria, hosannah in excelsis! 3 Pray ye dutifully prime
Gloria, hosannah in excelsis! your matin chime, ye ringers;

may ye beautifully rhyme
2 E'en so here below, your evetime song, ye singers.
let steeple bells be swungen, Gloria, hosannah in excelsis!
And io, io, io, Gloria, hosannah in excelsis!

O come all ye faithful
Choir, Organ, Brass and Audience

1 O come, all ye faithful, very God, begotten not created;
joyful and triumphant, [Refrain]
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, 3 Sing, choirs of angels;
born the King of angels! sing in exultation;

sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Refrain: Glory to God,
O come, let us adore Him; all glory in the highest![Refrain]
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him, 4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Christ, the Lord! born that happy morning;

Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n!
2 God of God, Light of Light, Word of the Father,
lo, He abhors not the virgin's womb; now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]

Hark the herald
Choir, Organ, Brass and Audience

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, offspring of the Virgin's womb:
"Glory to the newborn King: veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, hail th'incarnate Deity,
God and sinners reconciled!" Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain]

join the triumph of the skies;
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with th'angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King"

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of
Peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth.
[Refrain]

A Merry Christmas
Choir (Unaccompanied)

We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas
And a Happy New Year

Good tidings we bring to you and your
kin,

We wish you a merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Now bring us some figgy pudding
Now bring us some figgy pudding
Now bring us some figgy pudding
And bring some out here

Good tidings we bring to you and your
kin,

We wish you a merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
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For we all like figgy pudding
We all like figgy pudding
We all like figgy pudding

So bring some out here

Good tidings we bring to you and your
kin,

We wish you a merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

And we won't go until we've got some
We won't go until we've got some

We won't go until we've got some

So bring some out here

Good tidings we bring to you and your
kin,

We wish you a merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.



Joe Tobin — Musical Director

Joe joined us as our Musical Director at the
beginning of 2023. He is an accomplished
conductor, composer, singer and musical scholar
based in central London, who has performed
alongside ensembles such as | Fagiolini, the Royal
Academy of Music Chamber Choir, and the
Cambridge Fundraising Choir. He is currently the
Director of Music of Newbury Choral Society, Conductor of Penshurst
Choral Society, Director of Music at St Thomas of Canterbury church,
Brentwood, and Founder and Musical Director of the professional
choir, the Lerion Consort.

He graduated with a first class honours degree from the University of
York. Continuing into postgraduate education, Joe studied Choral
Conducting at the Royal Academy of Music under the tutelage of
Patrick Russill. He graduated in 2021 and was awarded a master's
degree with distinction, additionally receiving the Sir Thomas
Armstrong Choral Leadership Prize and Irene Burcher Prize from the
Academy.

In London Joe has worked professionally as a conductor with many
choirs including Ingatestone, Brentwood and Woking choral societies,
Royal Academy of Music Chamber Choir, Choir of the London Oratory,
Cambridge Fundraising Choir, Herts County Youth Choir, The
Harborough Singers, Hanover Choir, Imperial College Chamber Choir,
The Birkbeck University Choir, North Herts Guild of Singers, and St John
of Jerusalem Festival Chorus, as well conducting the BBC Singers in
masterclass and concert. He was previously conductor of the
Children's International Voices of Enfield and Interim Director of Music
at St Laurence church, Catford.
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Steve Bowey — Organ and Accompanist

Steve studied organ and piano from an early age,
playing the organ regularly at St Francis and St
Andrew's churches in Coulsdon. After gaining an
engineering degree from Salford University he
moved to Newbury to work for Vodafone.

In 1991 Steve was appointed accompanist of the
Cromwell Singers and later became their Musical
Director. From 1992, he was Director of Music at St Mary's Church,
Shaw-cum-Donnington and regularly worked with other local choirs,
including the Douai Choral Society, the Downland Chorale, the RSCM
Southern Cathedral Singers, Berkshire Maestros youth choirs and
Worcester College Oxford.

In 2006 Steve joined the Royal College of Organists and in July the
following year took the examination for Associate (ARCO) for which
he was awarded the Limpus prize for performance, as well as the
Sowerbutts and Samuel Baker prizes. After further study, he was
awarded the Fellowship Diploma (FRCO) in January 2011.

His current musical commitments include teaching organ, piano, and
music theory. He is Director of Music at St Mary's Shaw-cum-
Donnington, organist at Cheam School and regularly gives solo organ
recitals including one at Worcester Cathedral in 2018.

Steve is currently the regular accompanist for Newbury Choral
Society and The Cecilia Consort and also enjoys working with many
other choirs in Newbury and the surrounding area.
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Brass Quintet - Proclamation Players

The Proclamation players are a chamber group of
' brass players from Berkshire & West London, who can
vary their make-up and constitution to suit any
occasion. Principally a ‘quintet’, (2 Trumpets, French
horn, Trombone and Tuba), the group was originally
formed to accompany a service at St Nic’s Church in
Newbury, for the Newbury Spring Festival. The players are all busy
freelance musicians, who have built successful careers playing and
teaching locally and throughout the country. The group is presented
here, by Andy Smets, who taught for Berkshire Maestros for over
thirty years, before retiring as Head of Brass in 2009. Brass and Choirs
are a traditional pairing, especially for Christmas and we wish
Newbury Choral Society’s new director Joe Tobin, much success in his
association with this historic choir.

TRUMPETS FRENCH HORN

Andy Holman
Kevin Ransom Lucy Gray
Andy Smets
TROMBONE TUBA
Di Prince James Doherty




West Berkshire Foodbank

= Newbury Choral Society is proud to support the
fOOdb k West Berkshire Foodbank, and welcome them to
our concert tonight. At this time the need in the
community is at its greatest, so please visit the
stand at the back of the church and talk to the wonderful staff and
volunteers.

“The foodbank was there when we really needed it, it
was an absolute lifeline.”

Nobody in our community should have to face going hungry. That’s
why the foodbank provide seven days’ nutritionally balanced
emergency food and support to local people who are referred to us in
crisis. We are part of a nationwide network of foodbanks, supported
by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger across
the UK.

It is run by local staff and volunteers, collecting, sorting, packing and
distributing the food that is donated through supermarkets, churches
and many other ways. The main distribution warehouse is located in
Newbury and has a network of local distribution centres located in
Newbury, Hungerford, Thatcham, Burghfield & Mortimer and Calcot.

It not only relies on food donations but also needs money to continue
its vital work. If you are able to help there will be collecting boxes
that would love to accept notes of any denomination, and coins of
course.

Please visit the West Berkshire Foodbank website
https://westberks.foodbank.org.uk for more information, real stories
from people who have been helped and how to volunteer your time.
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NCS members singing in tonight’s performance

SOPRANOS ALTOS
Rachel Bowey Amy Lennon Katharine Andrews  Judith Hobdell
Teresa Brown Beth Lennon Gayle Ashby Mavis Hughesden
Rebecca Berger Beverley Lewis | Margaret Baker Gwenda Hutchinson
Christina Castle Penny Lovelock | Hilary Banks Mary Lawler
Marion Croxford Libbie Mead Denise Barthorpe Rebecca Mathis
Charmaine Dennis Lynne Moore Alice Black Emma Moffat
Di Felton Julie Oretti Susie Bowell Emma Moscow
Judith Fowler Pauline Phillips | Julia Bowsher Sarah Palmer
Janet Frear Sue Reay Helen Cook Charlotte Petty
Monica Huddie Sue Sim Liz Coughlan Ann Plummer
Caroline Imi Sarah South Judith Denny Sally Sinclair
Murrie Jackson Judith Stock Alison Dewar Nat Smith
Fran Jeffery Fenisia Stopher |Helen Douglass Tracy Smith
Lauraine Klugman Martha Vickers | Nicola Foster Emma Taylor
Chris Letham Michele Ward Sinead Hall Ann Turner
Lyn Harper Liz Wallace
Jenny Hayward Penny Webb
TENORS BASSES
Bill Bateman Tom Moffatt Philip Bann Paul High
Catie Colston Neil Rendall Mike Braide Stephen Jeffery
Matthew Evans Tony Vickers David Craig Richard Moore
Derek Harwood Jeremy Wright Peter Dann John Stewart

Jonathan Edwards
John Garbutt

Andrew Swainston

Why not be kept up to date with our future concerts?

Sign up to our Concert Information Service via

newburychoral.org.uk/SubscribeCIS
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Dates for the diary

Saturday 13th April 2024, 7:30pm, St Nicolas Church
Mozart: Requiem

Saturday 29th June 2024, 7:30pm, Douai Abbey
NCS Summer Season Concert

Programmes printed by

. d

PRINT SERVICES

NEWBURY COLLEGE

Newbury Choral Society for like to wish everyone a
very happy Christmas
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Spring Season 2024
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Mozart: ReqU/em

Divertimento in D

Laudate Dominum

Te Deum
Conductor: Joe Tobin

Professional orchestra & soloists

Saturday 13th April 2024, 7:30pm
St Nicolas Church, Newbury

Tickets £15, under 16s £5, available online ‘:E*E
at www.newburychoral.org.uk and from
choir members

Programme design by Matthew Evans & David Craig




