Corn Exchange - Newbury
FRIDAY, JUNE 22nd, 1951

at' 7 pa

FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN

ORCHESTRAL AND CHORAL
CONCERT

given by members of

The N.A.O.U. and Newbury Choral Society

MUSIC BY BRITISH COMPOSERS

Soloist

GORDON CLINTON = Baritone

Conductors :
JOHN FRY JOHN RUSSELL
Orchestra led by NORAH HOPSON
Piano - - - = RUTH STAPLES




PROGRAM]I
GOD SAVE THE

1. Overture to an Italian Comedy Benjamin
Born 1893

This Australian-born composer, who is also a distinguished pianist, has
been responsible for much brilliant work of which this Overture, written in 1938,
is a good example. His two operas, ‘‘ The Devil Take Her’’ and ‘‘Prima
Donna,”’ as well as the recently finished ‘* Tale of Two Cities,”’ are important
additions to English Opera, and are characterized by a romantic vitality which is
equally apparent in his instrumental work.

2. (a) On hearing the first Cuckoo in Spring ... Delius
% (b) Two Interlinked French Folk-Melodies .. ... Ethel Smyth
(¢) Mattachins . Warlock

* Composer, writer, and ardent feminist, the vigorous and undaunted
personality of Ethel Smyth was recognised as the most important woman
composer of her time. T hough best known as an opera composer she wrote many
smaller works of which this cheerful example is among the most familiar.

3. Choral Work. Songs of the Fleet Stanford

Soloist : Gordon Clinton—Baritone

1. Sailing at Dawn 3. The Middle Watch
3. Song of the Sou’wester 4. The Little Admiral

5. Fareweil

INTERVAL



JGRAMME

AVE THE KING ; :

4.

5.

(a) Serenade (from Wand of Youth Suite, No. 1) ... Elgar
. Tk hromiy Panls Suite) Holst
% (¢) Whythorne’s Shadow Moeran
(d) «Shepherd’s Hey Grainger

* This piece is based on a part song by Thomas Whythorne published
o SIS

“ As thy shadow itself apply’th
To follow thee whereso thow go”™> . . .

A straight forward transcription of the song is first given by the strings
alone, after which, as is the case of the Rubbra pieces, the composer makes his
commentary upon it.

Here something of the wistful influence of Delius may be felt, both
in the harmonic and rhythmic aspects of the work.

(@) Second Prelude (from Three Preludes) ... Vaughan Williams
* (b) Siesta Walton

T (¢) Tell me Daphne (from Improvisations on a theme

of Giles Farnaby) . . i Rubbra

* Those who associate Walton with the violence and magnificence of
Belshazzer's Feast or his Symphony, will be glad to make the acquaintance of

another side of the composer in this wistful and elegant little piece written over
twenty years.

T Of all the Virginal composers few have greater charm than Giles
Farnaby. This work, written in 1939, is not so much a transcription of his
delightful pieces as a commentary upon them. Rubbra, perhaps best bnown for
his five Symphonies, here shows himself in a more accessible and light mood.

Choral Work. Blest Pair of Sirens Parry



This Concert has been organised in connection
with the local Festival of Britain Celebrations, in the
hope that it might be apbljeciated by the music loving
public of Newbury.

The N.A.O.U. and the Newbury Choral Society
were founded respectively in 1879 and 1884 and have
continued since that period in close co-operation for
the promotion of Instrumental and Choral Music in

Newbury and District.
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